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Virginia- 
To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court 


of Lee County. 


» 


Humbly complaining your oratrix, Lizzie Osbourn, would res- 
pectfully represent and show unto your honor, that on the 
day of , 1900, she was married, in said County, to 
a Osbourn; that she was then thirty-three years of age and 
he twenty-nine years old; that they lived and co-habited together 
as husband and wife until in February, 1909, when her said hus- 
band abandoned her without cause, upon her part, and they have since 
lived separate and apart; that at the time her said husband aban- 
doned her.and previous thereto, he had been guilty of frequent acts 
of adultery in said County, on Blackwater, where they lived, with 


one, Rosa Johnson, at her home,and at the home and house of said 


ih Osbourn, said acts of adultery continuing ,and often repea- 


ted, through a long space of time, to-wit, during the years 1908 


1909 yas up f7O,,the pra@sent time, at said,t SEY and divers 
tail Pato ihe coe om Teas WAAC fut etn 
other a which your oratrix cannot now néme; that s tA acts 


of adultery were without her consent, procurement or connivance, 
and that she has not lived or cohabited with her said husband sincéy 
she became convinced of his being suilty of adultery. 

Your oratrix will further represent and show unto your Honor 
that she has been to her said husband a faithful and true wife, 
while he has been unfaithful to her, and no issue has resulted from 
their said marriage. 

The said Wm. &. Osbourn is the owner, in fee, of a tract of 
of iand of about twenty-two acres;on Blackwater in said County 
of Lee, near the Flag Pond, with a dwelling house and other improve- 


ments thereon worth $500.00; that he owns one.cow worth $25 ..00: 


and household and kitchen furniture worth $50.00; that he is able 


4 





to work and earn good wages; and that she owns no property what- 
ever. 

Now, the object of this bill is to obtain a divorce from the 
bends of matrimony existing between your oratrix and her said hus- 
band, and that he be decreed to pay the costs of this suit, in- 
cluding a fee of $20.00 to James W. Orr, Attorney, for your oratrix, 
and to your oratrix such reasonable sum as may be just, under the 


: x Di aie 
circumstances, f PAL t , ala retiy Uerssaing url Fercrrety 


To this end she makes the said Wm. &. Osbourn the party de~ 


fendant to this bill, and asks, that he be required to answer the 


same, but he need not answer under oath, answer under oath being 
waived, that on a hearing the relief sought in the obect of this 
biil, be granted your oratrix, together with all Sei other fur- 
ther and general relief as may be consistent with equity. 


And your oratrix will ever pray, &c. 


fats yj 
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To the Honorable Circuit Court of Lee county: 

Your vetitioner,William Z.Osborne,respec fully represents 
that he was married to Lizzie Osborne cn the seni day of ; 
and that they lived together up until the Pe WY ay > Or Bl i ae 
the said Lizzie Osborne vcluntarily left the home of your petitioner. 


Your petitioner further states thit the said Lizzie Csborne was dis- 


agreeable and quarrelsome at. all times,and that she voluntarily left 


your complainant from fifteen to thirty tives during their marriod 


life. Your petitioer desiring to prevent the disgrace and gossip in- 
cident to such separ ation,begged her to remain but without avail. 

Your petitioner further states that the brother of the aforoe- 
mentioned Lizzie Usborne,D.Ii.Mahan,informed him at the itime of the 
marriage that. the said Lizzie Osborne was disagreeable and that no one 
could live with her and get along with her in any peace. 

Notwithstanding this your pvetitioner used every effort to pre- 
vent any unpleasantness and tried to fulfill the requisites of a 
generous and forbearing husband. 

Your petitioer further states that sometime after the said 
Lizzie Osborne abandoned your petitioner she instituted suit for 
divorce a vinculo matrimonii in the Circuit Court of Lee County ,and 
that a decree was rendered in this suit at the September term 1911. 
In that decree alimony was franted the said Lizzie Osborne,and your 
petitioner was restrained from marrying asain during the lifetime of 
the said Lizzie Osborne. 

Your petitioner was not at home at the time the notices for 
taking deposition and notice of date of Suit were left at his residence, 
and if ever forwarded were forwarded late,and that he did not know just 
when the suit would be heard. 

Your petitioner further states that he w s not informed of the 
charge upon which the shit was brought,and denies that there waa any 
collusion whatever between him and the said Lizzie Osborne,es they 
had had ne dealings whatever with 6 ach other for some time prior to 
the bringing of this suit. 

Your petitioner denying absolutely that he had been guilty 
of adultery,further states that he has lived to the best cf his ability 
since the alleged cause of action aforen?i.*cred arose a clean,upright, 
honest erc 7) V1557t9013 Life,that he has remained at home endeavoring to 


provide for his three infant children(one daughter and two sons )affadat 





vits of wnich are filed herewith and made a part of this petitioner. 

Your petitioner further states that he believes that the wel- 
fare of his children will be greatly promoted by having the care,atten- 
tion,and training which they would receive from a good woman,and that 
they stand in need ## of such protection,especially his daughter. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that that part of the afore- 

mentioned decree which restrains your petitioner from marrying dur- 
ing the lifetime of the said Lizzie Osborne may be revoked and a, nnulled, 
as previded in the Code of Virginia,Sec. 2£65,and that your petitioner 
may be restored to the same atatus as revards remarrying as is given 


the aforementioned Lizzie Osborne. 


Petitioner. 








Lizzie Osborne 


) 
) 

Vie ) In Chancery. 
) 


William Z.Oasborne 


ChAtzri” 
This cause on this the 7th day of December,1911,to be heard 


upon the petition of William Z.Osborne and affidavits filed there 
vith,and was arseued by counsel. On consideration whereof and it 
appearins to hs court that good cause has been shown for revok- 
ing and annulling the decree entered in said cause on the 5th day 
of September, 1911l,inhibiting William Z.Qsborne from marrying a- 
gain. It is therefore adjudged,ords3red and decreed that so much of 
said decree as inhibits. and restrains said William Z.Osborne from 


marrying again be and the same is hereby revoked and annulled and 


the said William Z.Osborne pay the cost of this proceeding. 





bizZie OsboOrré dey 


pecrext 


Yilliam Z.osborne 


an 
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Lizzie Usbourn ..... Plaintiff. 
ved In Chancery. 


i 
We. Pe UOS WOU He) oe elles ce ese. DEfentant. 


This cause came on to be heard upon the bill of the plain- 
tiff and exhibitg therewith, the process duly executed on the de- 
fendant, the cause regularly matured at Rules and set for hearing 
by the plaintiff, the depositions of witnesses, end wes argued by 
counsel for the plaintiff. ait i clefucolaucy uatoffe ; 

On consideration whereot, and the “court being of the opinion 
that the charge of adultery,in the bill,has been proven against the 
Ee ereraey is adjudged, ordered and decreed that the bonds of 
matrimony existing between the plaintiff and defendant be, and the 


Same are hereby dissolved, and they are fememer divorced from each 


other. 

And it is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the de- 
fendant pay the costs of this suit to be taxed by the Clerk, including 
a fee of $20.00 to “ames W. Orr, attorney for the plaintiff: and, 

It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the édefen- 
dant pay to the plaintiff, within sixty days from this date, the 


as permanent alimony for her support and mainte- 
ae a” oe, 


i 


4 fas > Ging é =. on 
nance, and that he pay a like sumof $I APA annually, from 
i 


ft, 


& 


the expiretion of said sixty deys,for her support and maintenance, 
and as permenent alimony, during her lifetime, for which sums here- 


A Neof ot d rd 


in decreed execution may issue from time to time as necessary. 
ey 


ee Sea ray 


# 
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‘verett Waddey Co. 
Wioners and Printers, Form No, 404. 
‘ ) Richmond, Va. 


Take notice that... of on the ree - of : ft 


between the hours of re NE and. sald _P. M., on that day, proceed to take the depositions 


. MK Wall 7 and others, to be read in evidence 1n a 4 behalf, 


ote & 
ge Lam, ‘ M ¢ 
ina Ait ain Gene oa depending in the Peer A court for the Benity $ 
Gee wherein you are. _ Meferwobrar 


and if from any cause, the taking of the said depositions be not commenced on that day, or if 
commenced, be not concluded on that day, the taking of the same will be adjourned and con- 
tinued from day to day, or from time to time, at the same place and between the same hours, 


until the same shall be completed. Very respectfully, 
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ite NOTICE TO TAKE 
DEPOSITIONS. 
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Mestre. 





mhe aepostions of Richard Johnson and others taken before 
me, Geo.P.Cridilin, a conmissioner in chancery for the circuit court 
or hee county,” Virginia, en. therloth day ef August, 1917, inthe 

i Jonesville, Lee Virginia, at the law office of 

W.Orr, pursuant to notice hreto attached, which depositions 
are intendec to be read as evidence on behalf of the plaintiff in 
a certain Suit in chancery now depending in the Circuit Court of 
Lee .C or nt} ’ 
veneOQsbourn 

Present: me avtomey war plaintitftf. 

rd Johnson, itness of lawful age 
ag follows: 


an t+¢ 
se st 


ate your age, residence and occupation. 


re 


o6 years old, and am a farmer and live in Lee County 
Nickory 
acjuag iG witn Lizzie Osbourn and ”.7.Osbourn 
une parties to this 
aml. IT have been acguaéinted wit: 
and with the defendant about 14 years. 


fo 


ata cid AN S of: 
weston ™ oveELE ae 


a 


you know about vhne* time the plaintiff an@ defend 
ant were married? 
S been some 6 or 7 years ag ‘ar as I can get at it. 
Q.-4.-- State whether or not the pke defendant abandoned the 
Plaintiff and if so when? 
separated something over three years ago, and the re- 
port was that he drove her away from home, an@ so far as I know the 
have lived separate ever since. 
-u,-- Otate whether or not the defendant was guilty of any 
acts of adultery after his marriage to Pleintg fl, and if so. tell 


gi): sboue. ie. 


A/~- About the time that it was reported that he had driven his 


his wife sway from home, I separsted from my wife on account of 





her being too intimate with said Osbourn, and he took her in his 
house and they lived there together just as man and wife. 
brought suit again y wife for divorce on tl].e 
tery with said Osbourn and secured a diverce. ‘ne gaid Osvourn 
and iy said former wife Rosa Jonnson were, as I was informed in- 
dic.c? for living together and they am@eshey went away for some 
time and arterwards returned, but do not know that they lived 
together aitter they returned. This all heppened within the last 
three years, on Blackwater in Lee county, Virgini at his home 
there and at my home. My understanding as that they were both 

fined on the indictment. 

a26.-—- Where do the parties to this suit now reside, and have 
been residing for the last year. 

A.-~- They both live in this County and have for the last several 
years, and they last lived together as husband and wife in this 
County. 


a 


a.1--~- What property does W.Z.Osbourne own, real or personal, 
and where is it situeted, and its probable value. 

A.-- He owns avout 2O acres of land, at the foot of Powells 
Mountian, near Osbourn's Mill on Blackwater, in Lee Vounty, Va. 
It is worth at least $250.00. I do not know whether he owns any 
persouai property unless it is household furniture and I do not 
know whet that is worth. 

iS he avle to work and esrn good wages? 

A.-- He if about 35 years old, and looks to be stout and able 
to work. He is a good Blacksmith and a good carpenter, and 
ougth to be able to make good money. If he would work at hig trade 


4! 


he could make’ from 62.00 to &3. 
q.9.-- Does the pleintiff own any pr rr that you know of? 
Ae-- She does not. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


) 


Wit. claims 1 day $0 cte 





The further taking of these depositions is adjourned to 
August 24th at the same place. 

Met pursuant to adjournment at the office of James W.Orr 
in the tow of Jonesville, Virginia, on the 24th day of August, 
nee). 

W.H.Wallen enother witness of lawful age being first duly 
Sworn cdeposes as follows: 

0.1/)) Please state your age, residence and occupation. 

A.-- 35 years 014, live on Blackwater, and am a farmer. 

JeRe-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit end 
if so how long have you known them? 

A-e-~ I am acquainted with cna I have known the defendmt 
all my life and with the plaintiff for about ten years? I lived 


close to them for several years. 


Q.4.-- State any misconduct upon the part of the defendant 


with any woman other than his wife, if you know of any, and 
in what it consists? 

A.~- About last Spring a year ago the defendant came to me 
and employed me to move Rosa Johnson into his house where he 
lived, and I went the next day with my team and moved her in. 
she was the wife of Richara Johnson, and this occured after 
Said “ohnson and his wife had separated, and she an@ the de- 
fendant lived at that house, was my understanding until they 
were indicted for living and cohabiting together, and then they 
left that neighborhood and went to Wise County for a while. 

Q+-- Please state what property real or personal the defendant 
owns and where it is situated end its value? 

A.-- He owns about twenty acres in this County of Blackwater, 
with a house and other improvements on it, and I suppose it is 
worth something like $500.00 or $600.00- He also owns & cow 
worth I suppose $25.00. He also owns a set of Black-smith tools 


worth perhaps $35.00, and household and kitchen furniture worth 


I guess about $50.00. 





0.5.-- Is the defendant able bodied and of an age capable of earn- 
ing wages, and if so about how much? | 

A.-- He is about 35 or 46 years o1€, looks to be an able bodied 
man, and works some in the blacksmith shop and some at the car- 
penters trade. I have known him to get $2550 per day, and i think 


he coulé get that et any time he wants to work. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


MM fy) dh a@ZeZee___ 


Wit claims one day 50 cts. 


Virginia, Lee County, To-Wit: 

aye Geo/P.Cridlin, a Commissioner in sare eit for the “ircuit 
court of Lee County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing 
depositions of Richard Johnson and W.H.Wallen were taken sworn 
to and subscribed before me at the times and place for the pur- 


pose in the caption mentioned. 


Given under my hand this the 24th day of August,1911. 


a = 


Commissioner in Chancery. 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginia, 


; To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 
i COMMAND YOU, That you ee Aa Sy 14 ko aes 


fo appear at the Clerk’s office of the Cireuis Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said couré, on 


, 


a 


/ 
the. bhal _Monday in_ Afircl, S107 Apes chancery exhibited ieee 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the OE 


| —f/ 
day of Ltt pe 219! i _and l oo _.year of the Commonwealth. ; 


A Copy, Teste: 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of t 


we oo COMMAND YOU, That you summon-_ 




















the_ BAM. _.Monday in_ 


Zi are of the Commonwealth. ae 
A Copy. Teste: ae 
eee ae eee” Je Clerk 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginia, 


s 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greetings: 


W§,COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON X/. A Se Na eaar a 4 


Tog 


to appear beté soe bear aes hom ea ty—oi—_hee_at—the—Court-heuse—thereof. on 


b 


CN 
w LS ay otis yr psd. IY... to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the 


Z Seen 8 certain i ae in controversy in our said court before the said Judge 


depending and undetermined MEAL OF eZ ied. =: er Oe = wt 


Plaintiff, and 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


Witness, H. C. T. Ewing, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court-house mL ZK, ‘aig. 
Bee = 
iN 


19 //___, and in the 138. year of the Commonwealth. Or 


SA L.2 
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Che Commonwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the Lon of i Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon@% 





to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


V Op; fe; __191_f/__, to answer_a bill in Da pruned against _ 


d against 


the_ GaE - sae in_ 








rs 


| 4 0 y | | | ee 
day ot SAAY Gag 191 ‘__,and A eee of the Commonwealth. Pil 
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A Copy. Teste: WVAC# me L227. 1 Cer’ 
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Circuit Court. 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of bea: Greetins: 


We o COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON. A. UW-Uillers viAbihat hast 


re ee ere rg rr. 
a 


AC the LA _day an ~ at 


Ai 


a 


 herendants © Arid this. .Lebage. 


shall in no wise omit, aes the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


4) ‘ 
Witness, H. C. T. Ewing, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court-house the. ay of Mee osha, 


loi lowe, and in the 13 


os pas ILI 


vA 


———— 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


a 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON ..._&% &<lZ 


to appear before 


the ah day of. J BAG A ---; 1A f.. to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the 


# 


f.-.--,in a certain matter y controversy in our said court before the said Judge 


> 


t 


7d 


depending and undetermined between 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


Witness, H. C. T. Ewing, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court-house tig oes of heegall 


19 // fa and in the 13 year of the Commonwealth. 
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Mr. Willeiim 2 OQusbvrn. 
You will please take notice. that on the *2I"day of 


“April I9II,at the jaw office of eames We Orr, Jonesville Virginie, 


between the hours of 8 o¢clock A.M. and 6 .o'elock PM. I will proceed 

to take the depositionof H. W. Wallen and others, which de positionsrten 
taken are intended to be read as evidence in my behalf, in a certain se 
suit in chencery, pending in the circuit court of Lee Co. Virginia, in 


which ¥ am plantiff and you are defendant. 


and if from eny cause thea. tafing of the said depositions are not 


“ » » DHE 5 2 
commencec, or if SOMMENG OG “ea not completed, on that day, the taking of 


the same will be ajournead from time to time and from place to place 


until completed. This April 6th. I9II. Bh es 
wah ~ af Vasil 
——“Bergie Cheaserea 


ow, 


Wf | 
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2 Oausorrr, 


You will please take notice, that on the “el’day of 
April Torr et the law office of James W. Orr, Jonesvillé Virginia, 


between the hours of 8 ocloeck A.M. and 6 ofclock P.M. I will proceed 
to take the depositionjof H. W. Wallen and others, which deposition4éwhen 


taken ,are sntended to be read as evidence in my behalf in a certain su: 


suit in chencery pending in the cireuit court of Lee Co. Virginia, in 
which T am plentiff and you are defendant. 


4nd if from eny cause the takting of the said depositions are not 


: ue , Fe : : , 
commenced, or if commencea oe not completed, on that day, the taking of 


the same will be ajourned from time to time and from place to place 


until completed. This April 6th. I9II. 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginta, 


- To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


W 1, COMMAND YOU, That you summon_ 











to appear i | Clerk’s office af the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to.be held for the said court, on 


a 








JtAnk; i>. Pee and ae. of the Commonwealth. 
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